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Henry Western Eastman (1826-1882)
• With the exception of William Cullen Bryant, Henry Western 

Eastman was the most influential professional man in Roslyn 
during the middle years of the 19th Century.

• He was a prominent member of the Queens County Bar, who 
practiced in New York as well as in Roslyn. With A.W. Leggett, 
he was co-founder and co-publisher of "The Roslyn Plain 
Dealer" which was published in Roslyn during the years 1850-
1852. The "Plaindealer" was Roslyn's first newspaper and 
remains one of the best sources of information concerning 
Roslyn during the mid-19th Century.

• With a group of other prominent Roslyn residents, he 
founded the Roslyn Savings Bank, the first savings bank in 
New York State, in 1876.

• In addition, Eastman was a large landowner and took a very 
keen interest in local affairs. In 1882, following his death, his 
family was presented with a "Resolution of Esteem" by the 
Bar Association of Queens County, the text of which was 
recorded in the Minutes of the Circuit Court. This impressive 
certificate, in its original frame, was presented to the Roslyn 
Landmark Society by George R. Latham. 

• Eastman died at the age of 55 years and was buried at the 
Roslyn Cemetery.



The Eastman Family Photo Album
• This photo album was discovered by John Santos in the former home of Peggy and Dr. Roger Gerry, 

at 105 Main Street, Roslyn. The photos were apparently taken from 1896 to 1898.

• Daniel and Betsy Vaughn, from the Eastman family, have compared the 22 photos with their family 
genealogy records and provided the photo captions.

• The Vaughns believe the album belonged to Margaret Close Eastman Howard (1862-1931), the 
daughter of Henry Western Eastman. Margaret would have been 34 years old when she created the 
album.

• Henry Western Eastman (1826-1882) and Lydia Macy (1826-1920) raised eight children:

• Frederick Macy Eastman (1848-1903)

• Eliza Leggett Eastman (1850-1883)

• Henry Membry Western Eastman (1854-1924)

• George Williams Eastman (1856-1934)

• Grace B. Eastman Payne (1858-1940)

• Mary Palmer Eastman (1860-1946)

• Margaret Close Howard (1862-1931)

• Lydia Macy Eastman (1863-1870)

• Lincoln Eastman (1865-1871)

• Frederick Macy Eastman and George Williams Eastman followed in Henry Western Eastman’s legal 
profession as legal partners and like their father had offices in both Roslyn and Manhattan. were 
also prominent in Trinity Episcopal Church as was their oldest sister Eliza Leggett Eastman 
Garretson (1850-1888) who has a stained-glass window in the new Trinity Church honoring her 
volunteer work as an organist in the old (19th century) church.

https://www.geni.com/people/Henry-Eastman/6000000001357237680
https://www.geni.com/people/Lydia-Macy/6000000001357268853
https://www.geni.com/people/Frederick-Eastman/6000000001357268864
https://www.geni.com/people/Eliza-Eastman/6000000001357268996
https://www.geni.com/people/George-Eastman/6000000001357277221
https://www.geni.com/people/George-Eastman/6000000001357277221
https://www.geni.com/people/Grace-Eastman/6000000001357277323
https://www.geni.com/people/Mary-Eastman/6000000001357277433
https://www.geni.com/people/Margaret-Eastman/6000000001357277540
https://www.geni.com/people/Lydia-Eastman/6000000001357277619
https://www.geni.com/people/Lincoln-Eastman/6000000001357277629


Eastman’s Buildings
in Roslyn



Henry Western Eastman House
75 Main Street, Roslyn

Caption: “Our Home” Caption: “Home”

After the death of Henry Western Eastman in 1882, his son Henry MW Eastman and wife Gussie
lived in the house. William Eastman, son of Henry MW Eastman and an attorney, later lived here 
with his mother Gussie until her death.  He then married Katherine Plass Burden in 1940 and 
relocated to Sarasota, Florida.

Henry Western Eastman, the son of Henry MW and Gussie Eastman, lived across the street at 
146 Main Street well into the 1950s with his wife Mary Lloyd Garretson Eastman. He was also 
and attorney and after his father’s death owned an insurance agency.

https://www.roslynlandmarks.org/projects/henry-western-eastman-house


Henry Western Eastman Law Office
65 Main Street, Roslyn

Caption: “Papa’s Office”

The first location for the Roslyn 
Savings Banks founded by Henry 
Western Eastman and other 
prominent Roslyn residents in 
1876.

https://www.roslynlandmarks.org/projects/henry-westman-eastman-law-office-65-main-street


Henry Western Eastman Dower Cottage
55 Main Street, Roslyn

Caption: “Grandmother’s Cottage”

This was the home for Eliza 
Monroe Macy (1806-1879), 
the mother of Lydia Macy 
Eastman and the mother-in-
law of Henry Western 
Eastman.

https://www.roslynlandmarks.org/projects/eastman-cottage-55-main-st


Eastman Family



Eastman Family (1893 photo not included in photo album)     
From left to right: Ruth, Harry, Wink and Tim



1863 Eastman Family Photo 
Background Information by Daniel and Betsy Vaughn

• Ruth Eastman (1882-1960), the artist 
and daughter of George Williams 
Eastman (Henry Western Eastman's 
son)

• Henry “Harry” Western Eastman (1883-
1963) son of Henry MW Eastman, 
Henry Western Eastman's son

• William “Wink” Eastman (1885-
1977) son of Henry MW Eastman

• Mortimer “Tim” L Eastman (1885-1954) 
son of George Williams Eastman

Brothers George Eastman and Henry MW 
Eastman married sisters Jennie (1856-
1919) and Emily Augusta "Gussie" 
Rushmore (1854-1938) so those four 
children  in the photo were 'double 
cousins.' 

https://www.dbdowd.com/illustration-history/2016/1/21/ruth-eastman


Top row (left to right): 
Grace Eastman Payne, 
(daughter of Henry 
Western Eastman), 
Lydia Macy Eastman, 
(widow of Henry 
Western Eastman), and 
Margaret Close Eastman 
(daughter of Henry 
Western Eastman)

Bottom row (left to right): 
Owen Payne and Oliver 
Payne (sons of Grace 
Eastman Payne) and 
Margaret” Marjorie 
Eastman Howard 
(daughter of  Margaret 
Close Eastman



Margaret “Margorie” Eastman 
Howard (1891-est. 1930), the 
daughter of Margaret Close 
Eastman Howard who was the 
daughter of Henry Western 
Eastman.



122 years after it was taken, 
the photo of Margaret 
Eastman Howard appeared 
on the cover of the 
December 4, 2020 issue of 
the Roslyn Times. 



G. Lester Eastman (1890-1926), son of 
George Williams Eastman (Henry Western 
Eastman's son). Another of the Eastman 
“double cousins” and younger brother of 
Ruth Eastman and Mortimer “Tim” 
Eastman. 

Lester is the progenitor of the Eastman 
descendants and the only of either family 
with offspring. 

The photo was taken by his 'Cousin Bill' 
(Wink/William). Betsy Vaughn remembers it 
as having won a local photography contest.

Lester became an attorney and moved to 
Westbury when he married Violet Merritt 
in 1916. He became deputy county clerk.











Summer House





Margaret “Marjorie” Eastman Howard, 
daughter of Margaret Close Eastman Howard 

Helen DeGraw Howard (1898 -est 1953), 
daughter of Margaret Close Eastman 
Howard



Margaret Eastman 
Howard and her mother 
Margaret Close Eastman 
Howard



Village of Roslyn












