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ROSLYN ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY

¥+ & Brief Survey :
s , ‘
Roslys is of architectural ipterest becauae of the very high

| survival r?to‘of*hcaoa dating from the midel9th century and aarliei;
‘, Apparently the earliest published record identifying the lgeations and
owners of Roslyn hemes is the Walling Map of 1859, which was probably ,
{ actually surveyed a y?ar or two gaixiar. A large percentage of the houses ,
* and commetcial buildings shown iéﬂthia,map are atill) standing, 5
! Because reseaysh has besn sketohy to date, not very much ia

mape However, much may be conjegtured by evaluating the architectural

k|
known about the actual construotion Gatails of houses shown on the Walling |

conceptaj the construction techniquesy and the decorative detaila, Fow,
if any, of the early Roslyn houses were aotually designed by individual i ;’

!  apchitects. Novertheless, each housé had en architectural concept which :
: ’

P

deternined itgxuppearance and function, This concept was froquéntly \ f
strongly influenced by the various published architectural works of the ’ i Ei
~ period, as Benjamin, Haplett, Downing ond Vaux, and in other cases was ;1
ajmply the result of a disoussion between the owner and the carpenter,
Arohiteotural concepts of Roslyn houses are usually quite reactionary
az might bYe exﬁqcthd‘in a emall country village. In generaly the more ;
p ambitious the house at the time it was built, the more likely it was to
have been bullt in a contemporary styles lLess important houses, where 1
owners were more likely to b; interested in ahel?er tnen flourishea,
frequently refleated the depigna of earlier perlods. Construction
techniques aye ghother important device in the dating of homes.
Workmen trained in a country village were likely to persist in the
utilisation of the techniques of their apprentigeshipa, In sufficiently
igolated communities, a workpan might continue in the techniques of the
early working years of the elderly map who taught him, Reactliomaxy
technigues in one trade may appcarn elde by sida with relatively éadern
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technlquea 4in another, depending on the training of the man who did the
worke In situations of this sort, the date of the house cannot be earlier
than the introduction of the latest construction teehnique used, provided
it nay be accepted that the work is a part of the original structures In ‘
general, framing of Roslyn houses tends ta conform to contemporary standardes |
Howaver, the plastering techniquea of clamshells and horasehair which
continued lats into the l9th century, had been discontinued in cities
1like Boston by 1750, Masonry also wae likely to be reactionary, The
brickwork in at least one house of the 2nd quarter of the 19th century
was laid in Flemish bond, & style whbich had largely diseppeared elsswhere
at least ; century earlier, It ls worthy of éammmnt that prior to about
1860, foundations of Roslyn houses were built of large stones, arranged
in sueh a manner that the exposed ineide aurfaces of the cellar became
smooth, while the cuter surfaces were covered by ecarth below grade, and
vere irregular., After about 1860 foundations were usually built of brick,
Deoorative details, as hapdware, stair railings, mouldings,
eto, are also of great value in establishing the age of a housee In
Roslyn thé concept and construction details, and even the hardware, may
antidate the mouldings by many yoars. In auch a case, the date of the
house gannot be earlier than the date of enrliest appesrance of the
aélcifin moulding style, provided that the mouldings may be accepted as
original) work, and not later alteration, Wooden decorative detall in
Roslyn houses usually shows a high type of ooniarmity to contemporary
styles, probadly because the presence of two lumber yards made it more

convenient for carpsnters, even the cheaper ones, to buy their mouldings
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regdy made in preference to working them out with moulding planes., For

the same reason, mantles and door frames were usually in style and exe

frequently retarded in style, as the result of availability of outeof-
date stock or the re~use of early materials, 9“E" and YHeL" binges and

i
ecuted with contemporary detail, On the other hand metal hardware was i !
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oval keyholes were uasd long after their use was discontinued in netro-

politan centerse Prior to about 1825, locks were imported from England,

i
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After that date they were of local manufactures scme of them by Ae i
a




Searing of Jamaicae

The foregoing is, of course, only the briefest of resumes,
Additional information will be given, when feasible, in the desoriptions
of the individual houses below, In all cases, estimates of construction
dates have been evaluated on the basls of the aréhitestural character=-
iotics descrided above,s In some instances, an individual house may have
bean built sarlier than the attributed date, but slterations have given
it the characteristics of a later pericd, In conclusion, it should be
mentioned that the houses on exhibit have been selected to demonstrate
the continuing story of Roalyn architecture, and to indicate the various
interesting imconaistencies of arehitectural concept, construotion methoda,
snd decorative detall as they appoared in local houmee, Many more agually
Jdnteresting houses remain and it 4s hoped that they will be exhibited in
future tours.

For convenience in claseifying the various architectural styles
and pericds in the United Stntes, m list of these olassifications, with
spproximate dates, is given below. In motual practice "high styles™ in
each category rarely recched localities which were not in close contact
with metropoliten centerse For this reason definite architectural styles
dd not appear to be in gvidence in Roslyn until the Federal poriod,
Rowever, for the convenience of the roader some slassification must be
given, This one is sppended for whatever information it may provide:

A700=1750 GQueen inne

17301780 Georgisn

17701825 Fedaral

18?0-1865 Clagsic Revival (Greek, Tuscau and Babylon Revival)

1810«1900 Gothic Revival

. 1835#1920 Victorian Ealectic (Romen, Classic, Gothic, Flemish,
Italdanate mnd Swiss, components im same building)




THE STORY HOUSE
95 E, Broaduay

A

The Stary Bouse is one of the few remaining in Roglyn which
may be almost certainly placed in the latter part of the 18th century.
It is shown on the Walling Map as balonging to "Losee" and on the Beers,
Comatock Map (1874) as belonging to H, W, Eastman and B, D, Hicks, The
Walling Map is pomgibly incorrect in this instance as the Losee house is
8til) standing opposite the Bryant Library, some distance south of ita
wapped location, The Story Houss may have belonged to R, Seaman in 1859
and shown ag the migplaced house on the Walling Map, The houss itself is
mid~18th century in concept, i.e. deep roof angle, very large fireplacé
used for cooking, central chimesny, exposed heams, unplastered ceiling,
and enclosed atairway which is little more than a lgdder, The planed
board gheathing s also mid-18%th century in concept, but the fine beadedw
edge is a late 18th ¢entury detaily The house itself was probably built
during the last quarter of that centurys The original house may have
consisted of an unheated attic, where the children slept, and the present
living room which was & true "family room” and wes used for all living
purposess If this was true, the chimney was on an outside wall, So far
a8 we fhow know, this 44 the only surviving Roslyn house which originally
had exposed beams and an unplastered ceiling, Exposed beams always had
beveled (chamfered) edges to prevent head injuries. The present "gummer
beam" is new, but replaces.a near-by ortginal, Cooking was originally
done in the present livivg room, but a separate kitchen building was
built during the 19th centurys The-mear door of the house is quite Duteh
in congept and indicates the persistence of early building principles.
The bay window was added, the roof extehded, and eave brackets applied
after the Civil Ware The house ¢tontains a number of‘interesting artifacts,
as 18th oentury pravincial fyrniture from northern New England, early 19th

century portraits andcsomd Victorian chairs made in 1853,
i
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THE SMITH HOUSE
106 Maip Street

This house is a typical Hew York "Village House" of the early
15th eenturyj although it may be an earlier house which later altsratiun'
has given an architectural flavor of this period, The house has been in
the family of the present owner since 1856 and is lieted on both the
Walling and Beors-~Comastotk maps &8 belonging to W, H, Swith, In a photoe
graph of about 1870 it has the profile of a "salt bex.," However, the
kitchen was removed in the late 19th century to permit the conetruction
of the present ell which provides for a full second storsys The present
front poroh, bay window and emtended eavee with brackets are also later
additions, It is definitely far more sophisticated than the Story House,
although some o©f its mouldings are similar to and in period with, those
0f the. Story House. Howaver, its rooms were designed for specific uses
as parlors, bedrooms, &tc,

The doorwayy in the Federal style, is typically New York and
would be gonasidered to be a fine example even in a New York City houaeiof
the pericd, It is worthy of eareful examination. It should be noted that
the fine carved framing of the glass side and over~deor windows are made
of, wood,. nat metal, The small ornaments are lead, Originally the doore
WAy was completely expomed and there was only a small "stoope" The front
door loclt is of British manufaeture, It has en opea, panelled stairway
in the Federal stylos The cherry stair rail is 18%h century in concept
and hag simple, square balusters, However, the newell which is usuelly
the most stylish part of a stair-rail is quite definitely early 19th
century in character, The honse originally had e central chimney which
is umually characterdstio of an 18th century floor plan, This featurs
suggests the posaibility that the house may have bsen built earlier than
itz present gbpoargnco. The mantle in the rear parlor ias original, except .
perhaps for its shelf, and is a charming example of a small Roslyn mantle
of about 1825,

The kitchen is elso worthy of comment, as its appearance has
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soarely obanged since it was bullt in the late ]19th century, It still
yetains ite original furniture, cabinets, and woodeburning range, 8ince
meny of the Landmark Sogiety members msy never have had the pleasure of
the abundance of a kitchen of this sort, 1ight refreshmenta will be served
in this rooms The fine bootscraper at the %itohon entrance may be the
vork of Cy He Baxter, a local blackamithy uﬁp lived in the house prior

to 18564 \

THE AALUND HOUSE #
1629 Northern Boulevard

The Aalund #) house is shown on the Beers~0%§%tock map as
belonging to Ce He Peargall, It is probably the "Mrm;mﬂearsall" house
of the Walling map, This house is more primitive than the Smith House
and is earlier in concept, However, its mouldings date it in a later
period, and it pay be assumed to have been built within a few years of
the Gerry and Moreland houses,

It retains much 18th century flavor with its steep, enclosed i
atairuay, placed opposite the entrance deoores The west chamber has a
vertiocally sheathed wall with built-in eabinets in the mid~18th century
manner, but with the fine beading of 1790 end later, There is a boleotion ]
moulding around the fireplace, an ¢arly 18th century detail, but the
moulding itself is executed in the CGre¢ek Revival style of the second
quartey of the 19th tentury, The dentilled cornice of the exterior facade
4s in the Federal style of the late 18th ~ early 19th centurys The house
is a remarkable example of the survival of architectural concepts and
construotion techniques extending over the period of a century or longer,
However, the desorative detail provides the clue to dating, The Greek
Revival mouldings cannot be later alterations axithey are an integral '
part of theé original design, However, they cannot have been made prior
to the second quarter of the 19th century,

Incidentelly, the window sil) motif used in the principle rooms ) 1
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of this house umsy be unique to Roaslyn bousez, It may posaibly identify
ths work of a apeoific shop or carpanters It appears also in the Moreland
House and others and will de desoribed in detail below,

THE GERRY HQUSE
105 Main Street

Like the Amlund House #l and the Moreland House, the Gerry
House may be placed in the second guarter of the 19th century, the pericd
during which most of the sguprviving Roslyn houses were builty It is shown
on the Walling map as belonging to W, Valentine, whose family owned most
of what 18 now Roslyn Parke 1t 4is the most sophisticated of the houaseés
reviewed thus far, Itz interior decorative detail in the Gpeek Revival
panner was in high style when it was installed, and the mouldings theme
selvgs show subtle differences from room to room, depending on their
importinsé, It iz the first of the houses described to have ocornice
mouldings, panelling under the windows in the more importast rooms. The
second, or street floory is in almost original condition, The front and
regr door looks were made by A, Searing of Jamaica, prier to 1840, when
the name of the firm ghangeds Almost all the windows, throughout the house,
are originaly The main ataircase, with its handsome mahogany rail, extends
from the smecond to the originally unimportant third floor, There arve
definite front and rear parlors, kitchen and dining rooms, although the
bedrooms probably had movable board interior walls and doors as docs the
rear chamber today. Notwithstanding ite etylish interior, the exterior
ia quite reactionarys The Cape Cod profile has survived, and by this
time one would have sxpected the gable end of the house to have faced the
atreets The roof has been raised with tgo dormerse but the original roof
line is ssaily seen, The brick walls of%the first atorey are laid in
Flanish bond, a 174h century technique, Inside, "the closed end"
secondary atairway is an early detall which gay have aonce been completaely ' {
encloseds, The house shows, for the first time in this group, the pruhlﬁ#
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the second floor from the street, and the principle ataircase starts
opposite a window on the seasond floor and ascends to the relatively
unimportsnt third storeys Originally this treatment made a little more
sense than it doss today, as the;e was a garden entrance to the rcar of
the second flgor, which was eliminated when the present rear wing was
built, Part of the original doorway, with its over~door window may still
be aesn, It i3z likely that visitors arriving by horseback or vehicle
used this entrances Like the Gerry house also, it was panclled under
the principle stalrway, and under some of the principle windows, in the
Greek Revival atyle., The secondary stairway was orfginally "closed end"
and may have even been completely enclosed. Important windows: which are
not fully panelled under the sills have the same. deeply incised triple
811l panels as the first Aalund houses Since the Greek Revival mouldings
in the Moreland house are aimilar to some of those in both the firet
Aalund and Gerry houses, a crosg~section diagram has not been Sncludeds
In its place is shown a drawing of its window sill ¢reatment which may
_be unique to some Roslyn houses and may actually be a “trademark" qf a
gpecific carpenter,
The house iz furnished throughout %n 18th and early 19%h century

country furniture, much of it from Pennsylvania and New Jersey.

BYCAMORE LODGE
THE FAHRSTOCK HOUSE
Byyant Avenue
The lest two houses of ousy group represent a departure from

the other houses, All the others are, in one way or another, some form
of modification of the dasic Cape Cod cottage, a distinct American types
While acme are called Greek Rovival, eti.y the¢s¢ characteristics are
merely decorative appendages, and the fundamental shapes of the houses
are quite similar. This does not imply that only one type of house was
built in the United States prior to the mid~19th century, as the large

country homea and the more protentibua of the town houses were built in
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true Queen Anne, Georgilan,. or Federal styles,. Bowever, apart from the .
hovges of the richy ¢speciaslly in New England and the neighboring states,.
the homes of all ¢lasses of Aﬂﬂ#ﬁi}na were likely to be some form of Cape
Cod cottagas

During the esrly years of the 19th century, the Romantio Rewival
developed, This became aevident in all tho arts, including architeoture,
Ladies wore Crecian robea, and every landscape painting had at least one
dranatic woeping willow with a romantic pair beneathe Life in the U, 5,
became sscure, and the more prosperous and better educated of ita oitizens
could turn once more to Europs for cultural inspiration, without odium,
Many Americans tock ¢pips abroad, espacially to England and Italy, Horace
Yalpole®s Gothic Revival started at Stansbury Hill) during the late 18th

.

oentury, and by the early 19th had spread to America, Houses were built
in the Gothis and Tudor agy%oa. 80 that they very ¢losely resembled cone
temporary houses in England, At firat only the very risch could afford
such houses, aa residences or as follies or garden ornaments, Originally, !
the Gothig style waa very concentratedy but became diluted as it filtered
doun through the egcnomic levels of sosciety, In highly extennated form
it peraisted unti)l the late 19th or early 20th oentnry;

Sycamore Lodge is n Gothice Revival house with Flemish gable ends,
In stone 1% vould have been duilt in England end in either case was meant |
to resemble an English country houase of the Renaissance, It is perhaps
the finest Mlenish gablesend house in the U, 5, It is unfortunste that
its architect is not known, begauze it wes indeed designed by an arqhitect
who was a first rate osn in his time, If the Roslyn Landmark Scciety
survives, its architect muat become itnowns Sycamore Lodge is not shown !
on the Wallipg or Beersw-Comstock maps as they do not extend this far north,
It was stapnding in 1851, at which time it wae apparently given as a wedding 1
gift to Admiral and Mra, William 4, Fmorye local tradition credits it
with having been built in 1843, and stylistically it could easily have
been built in that year or even sarliers It was absolutsly the last weord,
with great unpnimity of design between the interior and exterior, The
interior and exterior mouldings are rich, strong and deeply cute They
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are reproductions in wood and gesao (on the cornices) of MHedieval and
Renaissance atone mouldingas, The sgenic frieze in the dining room is
European snd contemporary with the houses
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AALUND HOUSE #2 |
Railroad Avenue ]

The segond Aalund house is a part) of the same Romantic Revival
movement as Sycamore Lodge, dbut was dsaignJ to resemdble @ Swiss chalet
rather thas a Penalissance English Country house, It is not shown on either

" 'the Walling or Besrss~Comstock maps, but was photographed by George Erainard
when hs worked in Roslyn in 1879, Its west wing and rear addition are later,

Aslund House #2 slso differs from Syocamore Lodge in that it
was built primarily to be a sort of garden ornament on a country eatate,
and was not meant to be lived in by the owners of the propertye For this
reasony the greater part of the architectural effort was expended on its
exteriors Its first storey of cut stone, of difforent types to form a
pattern, is probably the only one of ite sort in Roslyn, Its "flying i
gallory" unsupported by column% has been destroyed by yanda.ls, but the
great supporting brackets remaine Its dominant rocf with its great overw
hang, a conatruction of hip over gablewended, is the type known as "Jerkin-
headedy" This roof type is extremely rare in the U, 5, and may be unigue
in Roslyn.

In comparison with the rich exterior, the interior is somewhat
unpretenticua, apart from the mahogeny rajled principle staircase, The
interior detail, where it has survived, iz Gothic in character. It is
interesting to note that even at this late date, the architect, (and this
house certainly must have been designed by one) was unable to solve the
problem of what to do with the main floor, when the house is built into i
a hilleides Iuo this case, as in the Moreland and Gerry houses, he placed
it on the second floors The second Aalund house is also worthy of comﬁant

for a cgompletely differsnt reasons Its owners have acquired it recently

following more than ten years of vacancys, During this period the house




vas badly vandalized, Undismayed by the monumental job ahead of them,
the new owners pitchad into it themsslves, Merely the removal of debris

was an heroio jobe Howewvery the rentoration ie underway now and the job

has at least been fnalyszed and they lpow wibat they have to dos Easch
step of the reatoration is being studied to assure that the original
eppearance will be restored, Ve hope that in the not too distant future
we will be able to include this house im another Landmark Society tour
and hope that at that time 4t will be standing in ite cebbled forscourt,
behind its ivon gates with its gallery restored, and glistenling in its

new paint,






