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"WAYLAID BY HIS OWN DOOR

YR, WILLIAM M. VALENTINE, OF

ROSLYHX, ASSAULTED BY THIEVES.

ROBEBED OF A EMALL EUM OF MONEY,
BEATEN AND LRFT UKCONSCIOUS NEAR
HI: HOME—A COLORED MAN ARRESTED

ON SUSPICION.

A most brutal and cowardly outrage was
perpetrated in the vitlage of Roslyn, Long Island,
Tuesday night. William 2f, Valentine, a vener-
able and wealthy merchant of that place was way-
Iaid, cruelly beaten, and left in an unconscious
condition on % own grounds, and within a very
few rods of his house. The scoundrels who at-
tacked him succeeded in making their escape. The
motive of the assault was undoubtedly robbery, but
the robbers were scemingly new at the busi-
ness, and did their work so clumsily that
they got little for their pains. Mr. Valentine was
not discovered until after he had bzen on the cold
ground for upward of two hours, and then through
the efforts of his anxious wife, Some of the neigh.
bors were aroused. and after a brief search his
Inanimate form was found stretched ona sloping
declivity about 20 rods from the house. The store
Eept by Mr. Valentine 1s a good sized brick build-
Ing on Main-street, near the Post Offics. It
Is a regular country sales place for all
Kinds of domestlc commodities, and is one
of the largest in the village. Immediately back of
it is what is known as the grist mill pond, and on
the opposite side of this pond is the old Valentine
bomestead, a large two-story frame house, sur-
rounded by spacious grounds. Mr. Valentine has
always kept a small row-boat, and it has been his
frequent cus*om to row himself across this pond
to his home, that being a much aquicker
way of pgetting there than around by
the roadway. About 8:10 o'clock Tuesday
night AMr. Valentine took what money
taere was in the store, some two or three hundred
dollars, and, putting it in a pocket-book, placed
the book in the inxide breast pocket of his coat.
He then bid his clerk, Elias Velsor, good-bye and
started down toward the boat landing alone, He
wore no overcoat. As he was steppiog into his
boat Michael Lyons, who lives near by, called out
and asked him why he went across the pond on
sach a dark night. The old man said he was
not afraid, and took up the oars and rowed
away. IIe must have made a laanding on his
own grounds unmolested, for the boat was subse-
guently fonnd securely moored in its usual place.
Air. Valentine, to reach his house, should climb a
short hill and then walk about 200 feet along a
broad dirt walk lined by evergreen trees and
shrubbery. His assallants, it is believed, were in
wait for him pehind the largest of these evergreen
trees, for it was near that one that he was found,
and there was a large pool of blood in the imme-
dlgte vicinity.
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Mr. Valentine has alwars been very regularin
his babits, and, of course, his wife began to grow
uneasy when he failed to make his appearance half
an hour after the usval time. She had placed
lights in the windows to guide him, as was her
custom on dark nights, and abount 10 o’cleck she
grew so mervous that she went to the window
nearest the pond several times and lifted the sash
to listen for the sound of the oars. Her nervous-
pess and aunxlety kept increasing as the nizht
passed away, and when I8 was 11:30 o’clock she hur-
ried to the bounse of the mearest neighbor, Jus-
tice Washington Losee. and asked him to go
end look for bher husband. Mr. Losee accompa-
pied her home. and went at once toward the boat-
landing. As he neared the large evergreen he saw
Mr. valentine lring on the ground. He spoke to
the prosirate man, bat received no answer. Mrs.
Valentine was informed of ber husband’s condi-
tion, and she went to him, took his bleeding head
in her lap, and tried to get him to speak to her. but
hiz lips were silent. and the only sizn of life
displaved was by his clutching at the shawl
she threw over him, as if he were cold.
As soon as additional assistanee arrived Mr, Valen-
tine was carried into the house and messengers
dispatched for Samuel Hooper, the drugeist, and
Dr. Bogart, the family physician. Both men
promptly arrived, and the former remained with
the in?nred man ail pight. It was found that a
terrible wound had been inflicted by some blunt
fnstrument just back of the Jeft ear, and Dr.
Bogart expressed the fear that the skull had
been {ractured and that the injory was
fatal. So cold was the old gentleman that
it took his anxious purces until 5 o'clock
in the morning to restoro his body to
its pormal temperature. The cut in the
bead was abont three inches lone and an inch and
a quarter wido, and the fact that the stud stick of
B wagon was found on the ground near where Mr.
Valentine fell leads to the suspicion that it was
with that instrument tkat the blow was struek. As
soon as the wounded man was got into the house
&n examination of his clothing was made, and it
was found that nothinz had been taken from him
except a small wallet containing 310 or 12
which bhe had in his trousers pocket. His
watch and the well filled pocket-book were safe.
Dr. Hoag, of Manhassett, was gsent for eariy io the
morning, and united with Dr. Bozart in endeavor-
itg to restore Mr. Valentine to consclousness.
Later Dr. Hendricksor. of Jamaleca, was suin-
moned, and after carefully diagnosing tha case he
#aid that there was some hopse that Mr. Valentine
would recover. Tne wounded man is caid to bave
bled copiousiy during the day although unconscious
gll the time.
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Soon after davlight search was bezun for the un-
Kknown assailants. The deep footprints of two
men were found in the soft earth {no the vicinity of
the gpot where the assault occurred, and it was
goou iound tkat the tracks led across a small patch
of plowed land to the road east of the house. One
set of prints bhad evidently been made by
rabber boots anud the other ret by leather boots
or shoes. Sheriif Wright and the village con-
giables were notifed, and Col. Aaron A. De-
graw, of Jamaica, a relative of the family,
came eariy in the day in response to a tole-
graphic summons, The Sheriff piaced the matter
of huntinz the rascals in his hands. Deputy
Bheriff Titus ard viliage Officers James Avers and
James Cammings &t once went to work, and a de-
tective from New-York subsequently jcined in the
task of tracing the missing men. A colored man
named Edward Alberson, aged 22 years, was ar-
rested about noon on suspicion. He is a village
vagrant, and the ouly apparent ground upon which
ke is suspected isthat he wears rubber toots which
exactly fit into one set of the foot-prints. A yvoung
lad named Edward Pennett was also arrested on
suspicion, but subsequently released. Two or three
other persons are suspected, and it was thougzht
that additional arres:s will be made this morning.

There is little doubt that the assault was the
work of men nunused to such work, 23 professional
taieves.would bave stripped their victim of every
vaiuabie thinz on his person. Presumably the
wretehes were friebtened asvay by Mrs. Valentine
putting the lizhts in the window. Mr. Valentine is
& native of Roslyn. and he bas lived in his present
residence and kept store in the village for more
tean hall acentury. Although a trifie eccentrie,
be was well liked and esteemed for his up-
rightness and genial, manly qualities. The
assanit upon him has created a good deal of excite-
ment in the village. Doth’his wife and nimself are
Q',uakers. and for several years they have lived
almost alopne in the large old homestead by the
mili pond, the oniy other person in the house asa
general thing being the servant. The aged eouple
have but one child, Mr. James E. Valentine, who
lives a short distance from his parerts’ house but
does business in New-York on Front-street. Mr.
Valentine is 73 years of age, and is reputed to be
worth about §75.040. It was not known that he
bad an enemy in the village,




