A MODERN MARK TAPLEY
5 "BILLY" PICKEAING

He Is as Optimistic  as Ever
Dickens' Character
Was,

HIS INTERESTING LIFE STORY,

Sailor, P, 0. Clerk, Track Walker,
Stable Boy—Now He's a Success-
ful Artist Plotographer.,

It Is generally conceded that the gges
coss along any line depends  upon  the
foundation of eharacier, not only ahility,
but steadfastness, (hat determining power

! William Pickering,

’wbich finally gets In the wedge that is
(the lever to lift the heaviest obytacles,

These factars, with an unfailing cheer-
fulness, seem to explain  why William
Plekering of Roslyn, 1. L, locally known
as “Billy" Pickering, is at last having
sUCcess meel Bim more than half way.
Hls life story is not only Interesting ve-
¢ause of his varied life ang purauits, put
It s an example which counts far much
In a time when one is canstantly hearing
ar reading of men who have Jost cauriga,
g&rown falnt hearted, and are berating




: THE PICKF,RING FAMILY.

All Ave Hustlers and All Are Cheerful.
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everyihing but thaly own lack of falth
anid persistent effove,

Pigkering, who Is now 42 vears st aga,
twenty-one years ago came tu New Yook
from England, and went al  once o
Texas, where, he was told, oppartuuities
were better than in the ¥ast and North,

The first employment offersd he mecopt-
©d because he Koow that waiting for op-
portunitlies does not always bring them,
and he began as track walker in the |
service iy the Southern Pactlie Railrond.

He worked on this line for abaut three |
years, whoen he had hig frst setback, snd
Just as ho had been promised a goad posi-
Uon—alter he recoversd from a long
siege of typhoid fever, he wasz Just In the
condition to be homesick., and as he wuas
uafit for work, he decided to go to his
English home nud recuperate.

Afier a thrae-months stay he decidad
Lo retura to the United Siates, althongh
dr{he was offered his ald position in ths
P | general post ofifce and through the kind-
ly oflices of hiz slster he had found a

Lure of ipe New World Strong,

ok Bat a taste of life in the new cmmtryl

hnd spoiled him for Itving i the old, and ;
he knew he could get a home more quick-
Ty here. He aid not, howover, go West
4] thls time. New York city was nearer the
¢ | Incoming stenmships, and hn hoped goun
#1to seud for the English gicl who was (o
be his wife.
L His opportunity this time was the situ-
Tlation of coschman and garidener an a
11 small place up the Hudson. his NeXL Wis s
at Rosiyu, on Loog ishind, and to that
villuge came his sweetheary, and
they were tmarried

Amoug the varicus places he worked in
that neighborhood was Glenwood, ou the |
blare of Judge Towusend Scudder, then
& young lawyer. Piokering, who wag only
a stable boy there, saya that few mem- |
G.les are mo treasured by him than
{those of tha unfailing eounsiidergtion of
s young employar, who never gude hig
Work mecdiesaly harder, i Lightened i
shen possible, and who treated him with
& theu bifyl Kindness ih
duties pleasant

thera

toade  hig

Bome of the Work Pickering Has
: Done, '
3 Plokering has progrossed (rom a satlorp
 aboerd a merchanumen, o post offfce em-
{ ployes, worker on the radironds, stabte
‘ Loy gardenec's  mssistant, gurdener, |
i comchma.: and general ity manp to py
‘@mateur photographer with a fifty-cant |
‘amers, and thence to a profrssional pho.
{lographer, whose work s avcalted by
smost of the datly pepers and oglier nub
sieations, and who, in addition in other

cwark, a8 the offivial photographer fur
f Xussau County

¢  Besides his sutdonr and Interior wark he
has & thriving tnewsstand business and n
,sittle 2rore where is sold tnbaceo, cigars,
ie;nd; aod {llustraten portsls

3. While be was willlng to bepin 8t the
feut ol (oo ladder, b never intended

!
}
§




8laying there, nor did {he fact that he
Wags doiug work he was not in sympa hy
with interfors with his preparation for
something better. Ho has the bulldog
tenacity of the typleal Briton, hold ng
Ulast to a vurpose untll its fulfiliment,
| He bocnme interested in photography
i becituse be was interested in a0 mumy
Wiugs connected  wath §t.  He lnﬁvd

orses, palure and children, and he Had
an observant eyg and adaptation. and hig
Wie pocket camera cpened the way |to
A profession he pelfeved he could suceded
m because he Joved it and was ln cdr-
nest, and this begal the enthusiagm whikh
breeds success.

Never Lost His Courage.

He always intended o own hiz own
home, and procesded to get about it witf'l-
out wasting time or opportunities, aod
he was never for a moment daunted y
the fact that a handicap was a famfly
that Ipereased faster than o suppoarting
revenpe, He is fortunate in having| 4
wife as chearful, palient and fadusirions
ag himsclf. The children came fast, Hut
they were all weleoms, and an incentive
for greater offare. To-day, of the nihe
chitdren horn, eighi are Hving, and it |is
us amusing a#s it 15 interosting ta sgee
how each has s place In the warking
plan for thely wutual beuefh,

The writer happened in the store lgle
one afternovn, jusl as the news wWaghn
istopped o deliver the big bundles lar
lovening papers.  Befors It emme tn)a
standstill it was surrounded by Youpg
Piekeringy, und the way the greal pack-
sges were handled by thess lttle laddies
was @ lessan in industry.

Every load was a slaggering one, butlit
réached its corner safely, and the wark
of untying, sorting und folding was bb-
#un at once. There were Lwo who Scembd
only just hevond the bhaby age. bur whit

;hlg package cavelexsly where the iittldst

said: “Here, geot this ready for the wag-
an.'  The little brother luoked up with
eyes that betoken anger, but, after|a
steady, reproving glance, said:  “Yhu
'tend to yeur work, and I'll "tend {to
mine."” which ha certainly did.

If the children are at schonl ahd
Plekering away photographing on the
big estates where he has o steady pai-
ronage, his wife wheels the baby, awake
ar asleep, into the siore, and s s
cheerful over the [nterruption as If she
had nothing clse to do.

Whole Family Is Always Busy.

There {58 always a Jat of work to do
developing for amateurs, and the eldekt
daughter is an able assistant here, hs
vall-as {n housewifely duiles

they lacked in size aud years they malle |
up In spirit, The elder of these two wis |
inclined to give orders. and, dunmping{a |

rolie was gravely folding angd counting, |

Plekering Is just now busy photo-
graphing paintings, statuesx and works of
art in the Stanlay Mortimer honse,
Among his patrons are the Mackeys,
Mortimers, Bryces, Godwins, Beekmans,

Ripleys, Willets, Hogius, and in face,
most of the countryside families, all of
whom not only have and use camopas
themselves, but have In their employ
1 men who take snapshots of house groups,
horses, dogs and various vehicles on the
premises.

Plckering’s 1ifa is a lesson, for i
teaches that the family bond Is an im-
portant factor In success; that children
may be helps and not hindrances: that
sobriety, good temper and optimism
hasten one on the road to prasperity.
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i It was not 1hay his earlier employ-
Menls were tg he sneersd at.  Hones:

work was a stepplog stone, even if g -

't tle one,

: While Pickering warked as gardener’s
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Roslyn's Newsgirl, ]
s !
‘BERIslant on the Mackay plaen, asx Sthahle
- boy at the Scudders, as coschmag tar
(GGerorge Card Pease, he was all the time
Blauning how 1o move WP ansther round
on the ladder. Han Was never digconrgged |
:fﬂlllﬁt?lf, BOr ever by his wite, and 1g-1
day avep vary wida area Billy Pleker-
M 18 not only wel Ruawn, but unp!- :
VEYRAHY respected and liked.
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